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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . In response to the decision of the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences (BPAI) 
dated 24 February 2010, a new rejection for claims 1, 2, 4-8, 12, 13, 15-20 is set out below. The 
rejection for claims 9-11 is repeated herein. 

2. In response to this action, applicant should cancel claims 9-1 1 as directed by the BPAI on 
page 8 of the Decision. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 12, 13, 15, and 16 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 12 contains two periods. "Each Claim begins with a capital letter and ends with a 

period. Periods may not be used elsewhere in the claims except for abbreviations. See MPEP 
§608.01(m) (citing Fressola v. Manbeck, 36 USPQ2d 1211 (D.D.C. 1995)). Applicant should 
remove the period from the body of the claim. 

Claims 13, 15, and 16 are objected to for depending from objected to claim 12. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
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international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1, 2, 4-8, and 12-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cragun et al. (U.S. patent application publication No. 2005/0125447 Al). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 37 CFR 1.131. 

As to claim 1, Cragun et al. teaches a method for providing annotation information for a 
set of data (title = "Including annotation data with disparate relational data), comprising: 

querying an annotation store to retrieve one or more annotation records (paragraph 0020, 
"annotation store may be queried to identify annotations for data objects in a current view of 
data"), 

each annotation record associated with a portion of the set of data and having one or more 
annotation fields (paragraph 003 1, "annotations associated with various portions of data view" 
and 0052, "multiple annotations exist for a single object"), 

wherein the set of data is a relational table containing query results (see paragraph 0022, 
"views of tabular data arranged in rows and columns" and "views of query results generated in 
response to issuing a query"); 
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generating a linking value identifying the portion of the set of data associated with the 
annotation records (paragraph 0043 "in the case the primary keys were not a part of the results 
set specified for the original query, the query may be modified to add primary keys to the result 
set" and paragraph 0044 "annotation information is retrieved, based on the primary key and the 
data source"; 

consolidating data contained in the annotation fields (paragraph 0052, "if multiple 
annotations exist for a single object, a single icon indicating the multiple annotations ... may be 
displayed"); 

returning an annotation data structure comprising a field containing the linking value and 
a field containing the consolidated data (paragraph 0053, "user may be able to view a limited 
amount of information regarding an annotation... a global unique identifier identifying the 
corresponding annotation may be retained, which may facilitate retrieving the entire annotation 
when requested by a user display"); and 

joining the annotation data structure with the set of data using the generated linking value 
(paragraph 0054, "identifying and indicating annotations for displayed data... an indication of the 
annotated data objects may be provided" and see figure 4E, reference number 430). 

As to claim 2, Cragun et al. teaches further comprising returning the set of data with the 
annotation data structure (see paragraphs 0052-53). 
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As to claim 4, Cragun et al. teaches comprising joining the annotation data structure with 
the set of data prior to returning the annotation data structure (see paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 5, Cragun et al. teaches wherein the linking value comprises primary key 
data (see paragraph 0044). 

As to claim 6, Cragun et al. teaches wherein the primary key data comprises compound 
primary key data involving at least two fields (see paragraphs 0041 and 0044). 

As to claim 7, Cragun et al. teaches further comprising receiving a query to retrieve the 
annotation data, the query identifying the portion of the set of data associated with the annotation 
records (see paragraph 0020). 

As to claim 8, Cragun et al. teaches further comprising: 
receiving a query to retrieve the set of data (see paragraph 0037); and 
issuing the query against a data source separate from the annotation store to retrieve the 
set of data (see paragraphs 0020 and 0037). 

As to claim 12, Cragun et al. a computer-readable storage medium containing a program 
for returning annotation data which, when executed by a processor, performs operations 
comprising: 
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querying an annotation store to retrieve one or more annotation records (see paragraph 
0020), each annotation record associated with a portion of the set of data and having one or more 
annotation fields (see paragraphs 003 1 and 0052), wherein the set of data is a relational table 
containing query results (see paragraph 0022); 

generating a linking value identifying the portion of the set of data associated with the 
annotation records (see paragraphs 0043-44); 

consolidating data contained in the annotation fields (see paragraph 0052); 

returning an annotation data structure comprising a field containing the linking value and 
a field containing the consolidated data (sec paragraph 0053); and 

joining the annotation data structure with the set of data using the generated linking value 
(see paragraph 0054 and see figure 4E, reference number 430). 

As to claim 13, please see the citations for claim 2 above. 
As to claim 15, please see the citations for claim 7 above. 
As to claim 16, please see the citations for claim 8 above. 

As to claim 17, Cragun et al. a system for providing annotation information for set of 
data comprising a relational table containing query results, comprising: 

an annotation database for storing annotation records containing annotation data (see 
figure 1, reference number 139, "Annotation Database"); and 

an executable component configured to query the annotation store to retrieve one or more 
annotation records (see paragraph 0020), each annotation record associated with a portion of the 
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set of data and having one or more annotation fields (see paragraphs 003 1 and 0052), generate a 
linking value identifying the portion of the set of data associated with the annotation records (see 
paragraphs 0043-44), consolidate data contained in the annotation fields (see paragraph 0052), 
return an annotation data structure comprising a field containing the linking value and a field 
containing the consolidated data (see paragraph 0053), and join the consolidated annotation data 
structure with the set of data using the generated linking value (see paragraph 0054 and see 
figure 4E, reference number 430). 

As to claim 18, please see the citations for claim 2 above. 

As to claim 19, Cragun et al. teaches wherein the executable component is further 
configured to retrieve the set of data from a data source separate from the annotation store (see 
paragraph 0054). 

As to claim 20, Cragun et al. teaches wherein the executable component is further 
configured to join the consolidated annotation data with the set of data, using the linking value, 
prior to returning the set of data with the annotation structure (see paragraph 0054 and see figure 
4E, reference number 430). 



6. Claims 9-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) and 35 U.S.C (a) as being anticipated by 
Bays (U.S. patent No. 6,519,603) 
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As to claim 9, Bays teaches method for providing user data and corresponding annotation 
data, comprising: 

receiving, from a requesting entity, a query to return the user data (see figure 1 A items 20 
and 25 and see column 4, lines 25-31); 

retrieving the user data from a data source (see column 2, lines 30-37); 

retrieving, from an annotation store, one or more annotation records associated with the 
one or more annotated portions of the user data (see column 2, lines 53-59); 

consolidating annotation data contained in the annotation records (see column 11, lines 

22-24); 

joining the consolidated annotation data with the user data to generate a data structure 
containing the consolidated data (see column 6, lines 61-66); and 

returning, to the requesting entity, the generated data structure (see column 4, lines 34- 

36). 

As to claim 10, Bays teaches further comprising generating one or more linking values 
identifying the one or more annotated portions of the user data (see column 3, lines 48-53). 

As to claim 1 1 , Bays teaches wherein the linking values are utilized in the joining (see 
column 6, lines 61-66 and column 4, lines 34-36). 
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Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacob F. Bctit whose telephone number is (571)272-4075. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9:30 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Tony Mahmoudi can be reached on (571) 272-4078. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

/Jacob F Betit/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2169 

jfb 

22 Apr 2010 

/Wendy Garber/ 

Director, Technology Center 2100 



